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Using his method of approaching Bible passages from an unusual angle or a unique starting point,

J. Ellsworth KalasÂ presents new insight into the beatitudes, Jesusâ€™ blessings from the Sermon

on the Mount.  When we start examining the beatitudes we realize that in Jesusâ€™ view,

happiness is not something we get by pursuing it; indeed, almost the contrary. We are told that we

will be happyâ€”or blessed, if you preferâ€”in what appears to be the near antithesis of happiness. If

we choose to live by the beatitudes, we make a declaration of dependence. We put ourselves into

bondage to such things as poverty of spirit, purity of heart, and a readiness for persecution. This

isnâ€™t the sort of product they advertise on prime-time television; indeed, Iâ€™m not sure that it

appears overly often in our prime-time worship services. That is because this is not a spiritual quick

fix. It doesnâ€™t come in a five-easy-lessons capsule. Instead, it is largely contrary to the way we

live and to the way we think.  Before we go any further, however, let me say that over the past

twenty centuries a very great many people have found in these beatitudes a depth of peace and joy

beyond anything our common culture promotes and seeks. But it isnâ€™t easy, and it isnâ€™t

obvious. Thereâ€™s nothing easy or soft about this kind of dependence. Rather, it is an attitude that

demands a huge store of courage. Itâ€™s the kind of dependence the trapeze artist displays when

he or she lets go of the bar and with no safety net awaiting, flies off into space, trusting.   Welcome

to the beatitudes. And may you be eternally happy, beginning now. â€”adapted from the introduction
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We are just finishing this book in our Sunday School class and it has given all of us a new

prospective on the Beatitudes. This is the second backside book we have used and I would highly

recommend it for classes and small groups. Instead of blessed he tells us we should be happy to be

the persons named in the beatitudes.

This was purchased as a study guide for an adult Sunday School class. We have used Dr. Kalas

previously. As Dr. Kalas points out, it is not quite as strong on the "Back Side" approach, since the

Beatitudes are already "on the back side. However, the guide is very well written and lends itself to

a vigorous and profitable discussion experience. It brings new and expanded understanding of their

meaning in our current times.

What else can I say, Kalas is a master wordsmith and story crafter --- his ability to see things from a

"different point of view" charges the gray matter

Another great work by the late Rev. Kalas. He helps my Sunday school class reveal so much more

that is contained in Christ's simple words on the mount during that pivotal summation of his

teaching.
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